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spent my life in trying to secure* In such matters as housing,
temperance, child welfare, etc., they would have a valuable and
refreshing influence; but I feared that questions such as secular
education, disestablishment of the Church, and the abolition or
reform of the House of Lords, would receive from them an imme-
diate and decisive setback. I further expected to see them hocused
and stampeded at elections more easily than men, and the experience
of the general elections of 1931 and 1935 suggests that my fears
were not entirely baseless.
The baseless assertion of Mr. Runciman, that poor people's
savings in the Post Office Savings Bank were being hazarded to
pay 'the dole,' was in 1931 sufficient to send women in terrified
crowds to the polls to vote against the Labour Party. Carefully
manufactured political bogies of this kind will no doubt be forth-
coming at future elections, and with the same intention. On the
next occasion it may be suggested that the Church, the Throne, or
the Family is in danger, or that the wicked Socialists intend to take
children from their mothers for compulsory upbringing in State
barracks. The political liar will always prove himself adequate
to his occasions.
I felt this danger very keenly, and my support of the agitation
for women's enfranchisement was based solely on my conviction
that women as citizens had rights equal with those of men. The
suffrage movement aroused much resentment among both men
and women, many of whom thought that its leaders had forgotten
that they were * ladies.' I was, however, convinced that without a
departure from the traditional * ladylike' methods, the Liberal
and Tory parties would never take effective action. There had
been in the House of Commons a non-party majority for the
suffrage ever since the year 1870, but the question had been
treated as a joke. The private member made facile promises, and
broke them promptly and without remorse. The leaders of the
Liberal Party were resolutely opposed, and it was their shabby
treatment of the 'ladylike' movement led by Mrs. Fawcett and
others, that caused the formation in 1903 of the Women's Social
and Political Union.
To this organization and the Women's Freedom League the
women of the present generation owe their votes. These uncom-
promising organizations determined to do for the franchise question
what the LL.P. had done for the Labour movement—rescue it
from the faithless caresses of the Liberal Party. Mrs. Emmeline

